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THE GRANT AGREEMENT 

(a contractual document signed at the end of GAP, with the “granting authority”, that defines your 
rights, your obligations and your maximum grant amount) 

SPECIFIC ANNEX 5

Some important Horizon Europe 

specific rights and obligations are 

part of this Annex 5, like:

• Security

• Ethics

• Values (i.e. gender 

mainstreaming)

• IPR

• Communication & 

Dissemination

• Open Science

• Visibility etc

e-GRANT

● Fully electronic - This is 

from the signature of the 

grant until its end

● All actions and 

communications will flow 

via the Funding & 

Tenders Portal (‘the 

Portal’)

CORPORATE STRUCTURE

● Based on a Commission-

wide model (so-called 

‘Corporate Model Grant 

Agreement’)

Objectives

• Ensure uniform and 
consistent 
interpretation of 
common rules

• Create synergies
between programmes

• Preserve and address 
EU programme
specificities

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/agr-contr/ls-mga_en.pdf
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The grant is an action grant

(=an EU grant to finance “an action intended to

help achieve a Union policy objective”)

which takes the form of a lump sum
grant for the completion of work
packages.

WHERE TO FIND THE NEW MODEL GRANT 
AGREEMENT  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents?programmePeriod=2021-2027&frameworkProgramme=43108390
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents?programmePeriod=2021-2027&frameworkProgramme=43108390
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents?programmePeriod=2021-2027&frameworkProgramme=43108390
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SAME GRANT STRUCTURE
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STRUCTURE – ANNEXES TO THE GRANT 
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HOW CAN I PARTICIPATE IN THE GRANT 
AGREEMENT?
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COORDINATORS

MAY NOT delegate or 

subcontract key tasks 
EXCEPT> COO who are 
public bodies entities 

with authorisation to
administer

●

●

●

●

❖

❖

❖

❖
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BENEFICIARIES
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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THIRD PARTIES CARRYING OUT WORK IN 
THE ACTION

:
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OTHER OBLIGATIONS 
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OTHER OBLIGATIONS

Purchase costs
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OTHER OBLIGATIONS

Subcontracting 

AWP 2026

https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/document/download/39eaa445-236f-41a6-af21-c3c648472968_en?filename=Clean%20Hydrogen%20JU%20AWP2026%20-%20Ammended_FinalForPublication.pdf
https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/document/download/39eaa445-236f-41a6-af21-c3c648472968_en?filename=Clean%20Hydrogen%20JU%20AWP2026%20-%20Ammended_FinalForPublication.pdf
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OTHER OBLIGATIONS
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Intellectual property rights 
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Intellectual property rights 
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Intellectual property rights 

The beneficiaries must implement the action as described in Annex 1 and in 
compliance with the provisions of the Agreement, the call conditions and all legal 
obligations under applicable EU, international and national law.
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OPEN SCIENCE IN HORIZON EUROPE
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POST-GRANT PROVISIONS
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FINANCIAL ASPECTS 

- Financial Capacity Assessment of coordinators

- Monitoring of insolvency proceedings 

- Audits 



20

•

• FCA of Coordinators: if requested contribution is more or equal to EUR 500,000.00 unless 

coordinator is:  

* public body or 

* higher or secondary education establishment or 

* member state organisation or international organisation.

• FCA if there are grounds to doubt the financial capacity of one applicant.

• If the FCA must be checked, the entity will be contacted by the Central Validation Service.

Legal Entities subject to 

Financial Capacity Assessment (FCA)
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• If the result is positive (Good or Acceptable) => Entity can be the Coordinator

• If the result is negative (Weak or Insufficient) and poses a risk for the project =>

Possible measures:

• Lower the prefinancing

• Replacement of proposed Coordinator

• Request joint and several liability of affiliated entities 

In case the result is weak or insufficient, the FO and PO will address this issue.

• Fyi: You can check your financial capacity at any time:  
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/lfv/lfvSimulation.do

• https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/lfv/lfvSimulation

Results from Financial Capacity 
Assessment

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/lfv/lfvSimulation.do
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• Pre-financing:

o To be distributed by COO without unjustified delay (as per GA terms) unless agreed on 

& specified otherwise in the Consortium Agreement (CA). 

o Amount: default visible in the Portal 

• Interim payments: per reporting period = for completed work packages (WP) only

• Final payment - for completed WPs + partial payments for partially completed & JU-accepted 

WPs.

• https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/lfv/lfvSimulation

PAYMENTS
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Bankruptcy/ Insolvency/Administration 

• Article 17 – General obligation to inform: all beneficiaries must keep their data updated on 
the Portal and inform the coordinator on any events likely to result in changes of the legal 
and financial, organizational or ownership situation. the COO has the obligation to inform the 
JU on the following possible situations:

• a beneficiary is declared bankrupt, being wound up, having its affairs administered by the courts, has entered into an 
arrangement with creditors, has suspended business activities, or is subject to any other similar proceedings or 
procedures under national law; 

NOTE: The JU is responsible to protect the EU financial interests, and will:

• register any bankruptcy and other insolvency situations in EDES

• register debts owed  to the JU  with Liquidators/ Administrators  within the legal deadlines.

• also responsible to prepare the request for MIM  Intervention to any ongoing project for 
MIM to compensate the  project for debt of ex-bankrupt partner => allow project completion 

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/eu-budget/how-it-works/annual-lifecycle/implementation/anti-fraud-measures/edes_en
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Mutual Insurance Mechanism

✓For programmes with MIM, the contribution to the Mutual Insurance Mechanism will be 
automatically deducted from the initial pre-financing payment and transferred to the MIM

✓ The MIM may intervene if:

✓ a beneficiary leaves the project, and

✓ fails to repay amounts that were unduly received

Possible case of intervention:

✓ at beneficiary termination, the beneficiary concerned must pay back any undue amounts to the consortium; the granting authority will 
inform them about this obligation and, if the beneficiary doesn’t pay, the granting authority may call on the MIM to intervene and then 
start a recovery procedure against the beneficiary for the account of the MIM (if needed, by enforcing the recovery under article 22.4)

✓ For further details see Article 22 of the Annotated Grant Agreement 
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• Lump Sum Projects:
Not subject to financial audits.

✓ However, beneficiaries may be audited by JU, ECA, OLAF & EPPO for:

- technical reviews 
- assessment of the proper implementation and
- compliance with non-financial obligations (e.g. IPR, visibility of JU funding, ethics) 

(MGA Article 25 - Checks, reviews, audits and investigations, including extensions of findings)

✓ Possible consequences if improper implementation or non-compliance:
• For open projects: grant reduction 
• For closed projects: recovery of funds.

AUDITS
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Find more info at: 

Funding and Tenders Opportunities Portal, under section “Reference Documents”: 

see in particular the Lump Sum MGA, the AGA, the Grant Agreement Preparation 

templates and the Guidance:

National Contact Points
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp

Research Enquiry Service
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents;programCode=HORIZON
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en
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Thank you

For further information
https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/

Georgiana BUZNOSU

Legal Officer, 
Finance and Administration Unit

Georgiana.buznosu@clean-hydrogen.europa.eu

https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/
https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/
https://www.clean-hydrogen.europa.eu/
mailto:Georgiana.buznosu@clean-hydrogen.europa.eu
mailto:Georgiana.buznosu@clean-hydrogen.europa.eu
mailto:Georgiana.buznosu@clean-hydrogen.europa.eu
https://twitter.com/CleanHydrogenEU
https://www.linkedin.com/company/clean-hydrogen-partnership
https://www.youtube.com/FCHJU
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