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PROJECT OVERIVEW

 Call year: 2016

 Call topic: FCH-04-2-2016: Identification of legal-administrative barriers for the installation and operation of key 
FCH technologies 

 Project dates: 1’st January 2017 – 31’st May 2019

 stage of implementation: 80 %

 Total project budget: € 1,143,000.00

 FCH JU max. contribution: € 1,143,000.00

 Other financial contribution: n/a
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Partners

Largest community mobilised for a project in the Hydrogen field
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PROJECT SUMMARY

Why HyLaw?

Policy

Identify regulatory barriers (and best practices) and 

advocate for better regulation to support the uptake of fuel cell 

and hydrogen technologies

Market

Describe legal and administrative processes which apply 

when deploying key Hydrogen technologies (coherent, user 

friendly, online database)

Objectives Scope 

Categories of applications

1. Production of hydrogen

2. Storage of hydrogen

3. Transport and distribution of hydrogen

4. Hydrogen as a fuel and refueling infrastructure for mobility purposes

5. Vehicles

6. Electricity grid issues

7. Gas grid issues

8. Stationary power; fuel cells (other issues than gas grid and electricity)

~60 Legal and administrative processes; 20 hydrogen applications in 8 categories

1. Regulatory and legal administrative processes (LAPs) reflect incumbent technologies. 

• No broad, in-depth, analysis to identify legal barriers to deployment of hydrogen technologies

2. Legal and Administrative barriers increase time and cost of projects, or outright exclude certain types of projects

• No publicly available resource presents the rules applicable when deploying hydrogen technology

• Knowledge restricted to a few experienced operators but limited in scope to certain applications within a 

clearly defined context. 
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PROJECT SUMMARY

Expected Results and 

Specific objectives

How?

CREATE: A database covering 18 countries reflecting key fuel cell and 

hydrogen domains 

INFORM: Provide accessibility via a single portal to information about 

LAPS across the 18 participating countries 

MEASURE: Assess the impact of the requirements / applicable rules 

COMPARE: Use the data collected to compare best practices and support 

coherent, uniform and seamless development across the EU.

COMMUNICATE AND DISSEMINATE: provide a coherent communication 

strategy and meet the dissemination needs of different FCH sectors and 

different member states. 

Additionally: cement and structure the FCH sector cooperation between 

European and national levels
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PROJECT PROGRESS/ACTIONS – CREATE and INFORM

Database of legal and 
administrative rules

First version of online 
database

No or little public 
knowledge

1/01/2017 19/09/2018

Set scope Collect data Review Offline database Review

 Scope: ~60 legal and administrative processes (LAPs) covering 20 different

applications organized in 8 categories. More than 50 000 data points.

 Data collection: National and regional level.

 Systematic process of data management

 First review: Centralized review by core team

 Offline database: Consolidation

 Second review: Ensure data coherence and comparability

 Data visualization and user experience: www.hylaw.eu/database

Future: Database to be kept up-to-date by project partners

(regular updates) and external stakeholders (Wikipedia

style)

Updates

1/03/2018

http://www.hylaw.eu/database
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PROJECT PROGRESS/ACTIONS – MEASURE and COMPARE

Broad, in-depth, analysis, 
understanding of barriers 

Limited public 
knowledge

 Severity assessment: Self – Assessment by partners

 Cross-country assessment: Differences and similarities across

countries

 Revise: Assessments put in perspective

 Identification of best practices: Existing solutions

 Recommendations: Based on best practices or otherwise

 External Review: Experienced industry involved

 In-depth report: 160 page report (D4.1): www.hylaw.eu/info-centre

In-depth 
report

LAP Severity 
Assessment

Cross-country 

Assessment

Identification of best 
practices

RevisionsRecommendationsRevise
External 
Review

1/01/2017 19/09/2018

Future: Analysis / Conclusions / Recommendations to

be revised and follow-up on

1/06/2018 31/08/2018

http://www.hylaw.eu/info-centre
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PROJECT PROGRESS/ACTIONS – COMMUNICATE

Communication
Dissemination

Information not 
widespread

Database
Industry

Raw 
data

In-depth 
Reports 
(D4.1 – D4.4)

Authorities

Policy 
Papers

Target
Experienced 
Stakeholders

Engage Interview Involve Reports Policy Papers Promotion

Stakeholders HyLaw Stakeholders

Exper

ience

d

Exper

ience

d
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PROJECT PROGRESS/ACTIONS – DISSEMINATE

Dissemination

Promotion

 Engage and Involve: Raising interest, creating a user base

 >70 Presentations in various settings

 Appearances in journals and newspaper articles (various)

 Dissemination: Workshops (17+1) : www.hylaw.eu/events

 Other channels:

 Website (www.hylaw.eu)

 Twitter (@h2europe)

2017 H1 2018 Sept / Oct 2018 Nov. 2018

National Workshops National 
Workshops

EU 
Workshop

Dec. 2018

http://www.hylaw.eu/events
http://www.hylaw.eu/
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Risks and Challenges

Challenge Mitigation action(s)

Comparability of data • Common templates for data collection
• Locked fields / data validation conditions

• Common definitions for key terms
• Centralized review process (two rounds)
• Certain types of data generated centrally 

Quantification of 
barriers*

• Self assessment
• Cross-country comparison

• Centralized assessment based on common criteria
• Simple benchmarks 

Lack of knowledge • Large number of sources
• Expert input

• Extrapolation / comparison with other technologies

High level of ambition • Topics covered at a reasonable level of detail

Risk Mitigation action(s)

Database 
not used / 

not updated

• Strong promotion
• Updates by partners
• User-friendly edit 

function by users 
(Wikipedia style)

No 
continuation

• Deepening of 
knowledge base and 

understanding

Recommend
ations not 
taken up

• In-depth Reports
• Policy Papers
• Workshops

• Follow-up needed
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RISK – DATABASE NOT USED / NOT UPDATED 

EDITS AND UPDATES BY PARTNERS EDITS BY USERS

USERS CAN FLAG CONTENT

• Periodic (First update in 2019)

• Each Country Partner responsible to keep it
up –to-date

• Commitment beyond the lifetime of the
project
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EXPLOITATION PLAN/EXPECTED IMPACT

Exploitation

1. Database (www.hylaw.eu/database) should
become a source of information for industry.

• Hydrogen Europe will promote it, the
Consortium will update it

• Users are invited to engage and contribute
to keeping it up-to-date

2. Recommendations in in-depth report and
Policy Papers (https://www.hylaw.eu/info-
centre) should be taken-up

Impact

Opening the way for commercial deployment
of hydrogen technologies by:

• Lowering resource (cost and time) for
fulfilling legal and administrative obligations.

• Removing structural barriers*
• HRS with on site production – industrial zones?
• 50 meters safety distance for hydrogen storage
• 0.1% H2 in Gas grids

• Overcoming regulatory gaps**
• H2 fuel cell vessels
• P2G facilities and the role in the electricity and

gas grids

http://www.hylaw.eu/database
https://www.hylaw.eu/info-centre


WHAT IS NEXT? – FOLLOW-UP
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Maximizing impact requires follow-up by
regulators

• Adapt simplify rules and administrative
practice

• Zone prohibitions for HRS
• Small scale production and storage
• Permitting process
• Safety requirements for HRS (incl. distances)

• Similar treatment / incentives as other

technologies
• HFC Vessels
• Injection of H2 into the Gas Grid

• Many others

More research / deeper understanding is needed
before legislative action can be taken

• Hydrogen Storage and Distribution (HRS)
• Storage needs of various hydrogen applications

outside industrial zones

• Permitting guidelines for both administrations and

project developers

• Increased hydrogen flows in European gas

networks

• Technical and gas quality issues for injection

and use of hydrogen in EU gas networks

• Payment and tariff arrangements

• need for gas appliance modification

• Assessment of the implications for CNG

vehicles with a higher hydrogen content gas

• Many others
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