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FCH2 JU – Call 2019
Applicable rules

Publication date: 
15 January 2019

Deadline: 
23 April 2019

H2020-JTI-FCH-2019-1
Total budget: 80.8 M€

General Annexes to H2020

 List of countries eligible and rules for 
funding (Annex A)

 Admissibility and eligibility conditions 
(Annexes B and C)

 Types of action and funding rates (Annex D)

 Technology readiness level (TRL) (Annex G)

 Evaluation rules (Annex H)

 Open Access to research data (Annex L) 

Annual Work Plan 
“AWP 2019”

AWP may introduce additional 
eligibility criteria

 Funding limit 

AWP

H2020



List of countries and rules for funding – Annex A 
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Participation “Open to the World”

Open for all legal entities established in third countries and for international organisations

Funding is provided for legal entities established in:

Member States and countries associated to H2020  

A list of countries: Afghanistan, Algeria, … , Zambia, Zimbabwe

Any other country: 

 if participation deemed by the FCH2 JU essential in the action 

International Cooperation

Brexit

UK entities are eligible today

 Brexit agreement would clarify 
eligibility for the entire duration 
of the grants 



International cooperation
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Innovation Challenge Members: EU countries on the map and … 

Australia 

Canada 

Chile

China

India

Japan

USA

Saudi ArabiaEuropean Union 

Topics encouraging participation of Mission Innovation members

Transport: FCH-01-2-2019 and FCH-01-4-2019 
Energy: FCH-02-4-2019 
Cross-Cutting: FCH-04-1-2019, FCH-04-2-2019, FCH-04-3-2019

+

All topics are opened to international cooperation (IPHE, MI, CTCN) 

… and in particular for 6 topics and with Mission Innovation countries



International cooperation
How to include an international entity in your proposal?
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Participation with funding

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/sites/easme-site/files/documents/8._20180829_int_cooperation_final.pdf

- Participating in the consortium 
without requesting EU budget

How to demonstrate that participation is essential?

- Part B, Section 3.3 - explain why its activities are 

essential to the project on the basis of:

- outstanding competence/expertise 

- access to research infrastructure 

- access to particular geographical environments

- access to data

- Etc.

- Table 3.2, risk for implementation  convincing 

mitigation measure in case participant is not accepted 

for funding.

Participation without funding
Full partners that will be 

validated and sign the 

contract

- Becoming the international partner of one of the beneficiaries 
(article 14a of the grant agreement)



Admissibility and eligibility conditions - Annexes B-C
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ADMISSIBLE, when: 

 Submitted in the electronic submission system “SEP” in time 

 Readable, accessible and printable

 Complete (admin data, proposal description, operational capacity, etc.) 

 Include draft plan for the exploitation and dissemination of the results

ELIGIBLE, when:

 In line with the topic

 Complies with:

A proposal is:

RIA and IA 
At least three legal entities each established in a different Member State 
or Associated Country. All three legal entities must be independent of 
each other.

CSA 
At least one legal entity established in a Member State or in an
Associated Country



Types of Actions – Annex D
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RIA - Research and Innovation Actions IA- Innovation Actions CSA - Coordination and Support Action

Actions primarily consisting of activities
aiming to establish new knowledge
and/or to explore the feasibility of a
new or improved technology, product,
process, service or solution. For this
purpose they may include basic and
applied research, technology
development and integration, testing

and validation on a small-scale
prototype in a laboratory or simulated
environment.

Actions primarily consisting of activities
directly aiming at producing plans and
arrangements or designs for new,
altered or improved products,
processes or services. For this purpose
they may include prototyping, testing,
demonstrating, piloting, large-scale
product validation and market
replication.

Actions consisting primarily of
accompanying measures such as
standardization, dissemination,
awareness-raising and
communication, networking,
coordination or support services,
policy dialogues and mutual learning
exercises and studies, including design
studies for new infrastructure and may
also include complementary activities
of strategic planning, networking and
coordination between programs in
different countries.

*Funding 100% for non-profit legal entities



Technology readiness levels (TRL) – Annex G
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RIA

IA

TRL 1 – basic principles observed

TRL 2 – technology concept formulated

TRL 3 – experimental proof of concept

TRL 4 – technology validated in lab

TRL 5 – technology validated in relevant environment

TRL 6 – technology demonstrated in relevant environment

TRL 7 – system prototype demonstration in operational environment

TRL 8 – system complete and qualified

TRL 9 – actual system proven in operational environment



Evaluation rules – Annex H
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Financial Capacity:
Coordinator completes a self-assessment at the proposal stage

Operational Capacity:
Indicated by the experts, based on partners information:

 CV 

 Previous publications/products

 Previous projects/activities

 Infrastructure and equipment 

 Third parties contribution 

Selection criteria 
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Excellence Impact Implementation

Poor    -

Fair     -

Good     -

Very good     -

Excellent        -

Thresholds apply to: 
 Individual criterion, score must be ≥ 3
 Overall score must be ≥ 10

Scores, weighting and thresholds

The proposals will be evaluated against the following award criteria:
Excellence
Impact 
Quality and efficiency of the implementation

Evaluation rules – Annex H

Award criteria, scores and weighting



Open Access to research data – Annex L
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Open Access
Beneficiaries must ensure that any user can access, mine, exploit, reproduce and disseminate, free of charge :

Underlying data
Other data, as specified in Data Management Plan, which provides:
Data the research will generate
How to ensure its curation, preservation and sustainability
What parts of that data will be open (and how)

“Opt-out” possible
 Before or after GA signature
 Only if justified

As open as possible, as closed as necessary
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FCH2 JU – Call 2019
Applicable rules

Publication date: 
15 January 2019

Deadline: 
23 April 2019

H2020-JTI-FCH-2019-1
Total budget: 80.8 M€

General Annexes to H2020

There is no derogation from the 

H2020 Rules for Participation ! 

Annual Work Plan 
“AWP 2019”

Additional eligibility criteria

Max. Funding (relevant for 8 topics) 
“The maximum FCH 2 JU contribution …. 

proposals requesting FCH 2 JU 
contribution above this amount will not 

be evaluated”

AWP
H2020



Evaluation is part of a bigger process
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Admissibility 
Check

Eligibility 
Check

Evaluation of 
Proposals

Grant 
Preparation

Grant 
Signature

Find a 
topic

Find
Partners

Register
organisation

Submit a 
Proposal

CALL 
PUBLIC

CALL 
CLOSED



Find a 
topic

Find
Partners

Register
organisat

ion

Submit a 
Proposal

Finding the 2019 FCH call 

Funding & Tender Portal
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home

Search Funding & Tender

Type « FCH »

List of 17 topics – Call 2019

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home


Topics details and partner search

Find a 
topic

Find
Partners

Register
organisat

ion

Submit a 
Proposal

Topic description

Topic conditions and documents

Support and Guidance
 H2020 Online Manual
 HOW TO 

Partner search

Submission 
 Templates of proposals
 On-line tool for submission 



Specific Challenge 

Scope

Expected Impact

 Context of the topic

 Operational requirements and focus
 TRL 
 Consortium composition
 Indicative budget
 Expected duration 
 … 

 Technical targets
 Costs reduction
 Contribution to policies (env., indus., …)
 …  

Topic description

Find a 
topic

Find
Partners

Register
organisat

ion

Submit a 
Proposal
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Partner description

Actions:
 Contact per email
 See details

Find a 
topic

Find
Partners

Register
organisat

ion

Submit a 
Proposal

Contact partners through the participant portal 



Registering your organisation

Find a 
topic

Find
Partners

Register
organisat

ion

Submit a 
Proposal

Why register?
Mandatory for participation in a proposal, your organisation needs to be registered and have a 9-digit Participant
Identification Code (PIC).

How
Via the Participant Portal: To register, you need to login in the Portal or, if you are a new user, create your account.

What next?
Perform the Financial Viability Self-Check!
The FCH 2 JU always checks the financial capacity of a project coordinator when the requested EU funding for the
action is equal or superior to EUR 500,000

Where?
In the Participant Portal

DON’T 
FORGET!

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cas/eim/external/register.cgi


Building a proposal in some clics

Find a 
topic

Find
Partners

Register
organisat

ion

Submit a 
Proposal

Process overview

Information Pane

Technical Annexes
Word documents 

Org. Registration needed
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Admissibility 
Check

Eligibility 
Check

Evaluation of 
Proposals

Grant 
Preparation

Grant 
Signature

8 months for Time-To-Grant

23/04/2019 23/12/2019

MAX. 8 MONTHS

Quality of the proposal is key !

 The experts evaluate each proposal as submitted 
 The experts do not recommend substantial modifications 
 If the experts identify significant shortcomings, they must reflect those in a 

lower score for the relevant criterion

Call 
closure

Signed 
grant



Overview of the Evaluation Process
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April - May 2019 May – June 2019
June-July 2019

(incl. GB decision)

FCH JU will evaluate the proposals with the help 
of independent external experts (‘evaluators’)



Evaluation by independent experts 
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European Commission database of experts 
Register through the Participant Portal   

Selection of experts
- High level of skill, experience and knowledge 
- Independence and absence of conflict of interest

And a balance in terms of:
- geographical diversity 
- gender 
- where appropriate, the private and public sectors, and 
- an appropriate ‘rotation’ from year to year. 

In principle, each proposal will be examined by at least three experts 

Presence of one or more independent observers
Experts that have a conflict of interests will be excluded by us !

How are the evaluators selected? 

25% new experts

Large fields of expertise

Network with fellows



Feedback to applicants
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Maximum 5 months from the call deadline: Evaluation Results Letter (through Participant 
Portal)

 Complaints (request for evaluation review): within 30 days of receiving the Evaluation 
Results Letter (through Participant Portal)

 Flash Info on Participant Portal (similarly on FCH2 JU website):

 Publishing number of proposals submitted per budget/list of topics, after the call deadline;

 Publishing basic statistics on the outcome of the call (e.g. total proposals, ineligible, above/below-
thresholds) at the same time with the feedback/evaluation results to all applicants


