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Who are the
Horizon Europe
Cluster 5 National
Contact Points?



The role of the HORIZON EUROPE National Contact Points (NCPs)

• NCPs provide guidance, practical information and assistance on all aspects of
participation in Horizon Europe.

• NCPs are national structures established by governments of the 27 EU member
states, the countries associated to the framework programme, as well as many
non-EU and non-associated countries ("third countries").

• NCPs give personalised support on the spot and in applicants' own languages.
• NCPs are bound to the Minimum standards and Guiding principles set by the

European Commission

• In HE, just like in H2020, NCPs are organized in networks according to the
theme they cover.

• Stay tuned for the launch of the CL5 NCPs network GREENET in June 2022
(TBC).

Confidentiality!



What services do HE NCPs provide?

• Disseminating and raising awareness
about HE funding opportunities

• Assisting stakeholders in understanding
HE main features, novelties and policy
drivers

• Providing guidance and training on HE
proposal preparation, rules, the Work
Programme and the topic text

• Supporting partner search and consortia
building

• Supporting proposal preparation



NCPs’ suggestions
for a good proposal
preparation
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The Clean energy strategy
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FIND
who is the NCP responsible for your area of interest

READ
Carefully the Work Programme, the topic and all the
related documents and discuss them with your NCP

UNDERSTAND
The policy drivers

BUILD
The project concept and the best consortium

WRITE
the proposal carefully, clearly and as detailed as
possible

The process



Find the contacts of your CL5 National Contact Points
on the Funding and Tender Opportunities Portal



Topic title

Expected outcomes
specifies the positive effects generated by the actions

Scope
specifies the focus and the boundaries of the potential
action

Type of Action
Specifies what kind of actvities are to be performed

Read the Work Programme, the topic exc.



Strategy for Energy System Integration.
COM(2020)
A Hydrogen Strategy for a climate
neutral Europe. COM(2020)
New Industrial Strategy for Europe. COM
(2020)
Europe's moment: Repair and Prepare
for the Next Generation. COM (2020)
‘Fit for 55’ package (incl. revised
Renewable Energy Directive)

Understand the policy drivers



Build the best consortium

• know the rules (minimum conditions)
• choose partners carefully and clarify everyone’s role
• Consider experience and complementarity
• You can start locally, but always broaden your consortium in order to include an

international dimension
• Explain why your consortium is the best (balance vs value chain)
• The coordinator is generally responsible for the overall planning of the proposal

and for building up the consortium that will do the work.
• If you are a coordinator, be patient, inclusive and democratic but you take the final

decisions



Write the proposal
Proposal template – Part B

3. Implementation

2. Impact

2.1 Project’s pathways towards impact
2.2 Measures to maximise impact - Dissemination,
exploitation and communication
2.3 Summary

1. Excellence

1.1 Objectives and Ambition
1.2 Methodology

3.1 Work plan and resources
3.2 Capacity of participants and consortium as a
whole

The What – Concept
What is the project about?

The Impact – Value
What is the value of the
project?

The How – Execution
How to meet the project
objectives?



Write the proposal

Demonstrate that your idea is ambitious and goes beyond the state of the art

Show how your project could contribute to the outcomes and impacts described in the work
programme (the pathway to impact)

Demonstrate the quality of your work plan, resources and participants

Make sure that your proposed work is within the scope of the work programme topic of your
choice

Take into account interdisciplinary, gender dimension and open science practices in your
scientific methodology. Respect the “no significant harm” criterion: Your research must not
significantly harm the environment

Describe the planned measures to maximise the impact of your project (‘plan for the
dissemination and exploitation including communication activities’)



The network of
Horizon Europe
Cluster 5 National
Contact Points



Are HE CL5 NCPs somehow organised at theb European level?

In HE, just like in H2020, NCPs are organized in networks according
to the theme they cover.
CL5 NCPs network, GREENET, is launching in June 2022 (TBC)
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